
Minutes of City of Crofton City Council Meeting and Public Hearing for Economic Development February 
12, 2026 

Mayor Randy Ausdemore called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. He pointed out the Open Meetings 
Poster on the wall, he led the Pledge of Allegiance, he called the Roll. Present were Jason Wavrunek and 
Bryce Rossman.  
He asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the January 8th 2026 meeting. Motion by Wavrunek      
2nd by Rossman to approve Minutes of January 8th meeting. Vote-Aye-Rossman, Wavrunek and 
Ausdemore for lack of any other council that had been at meeting. Motion carried. 
New Business. Mayor asked for a motion to accept the Resignation of Larry Peitz. Motion by Wavrunek   
2nd By Rossman to accept resignation. Vote-Rossman Wavrunek Ausdemore. (who can act as council to 
complete a quorum). Motion carried.   
Mayor Ausdemore introduced Tracy Ogstad and Luke Kleinschmit as appointees for the council vacant 
seats. Ogstad will fill Ausdemore vacancy and Kleinschmit will fill Peitz. Motion by Rossman 2nd by 
Wavrunek to approve appointment of Tracy Ogstad for Council. Vote-Aye Wavrunek Ausdemore 
Rossman. Motion carried. Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Rossman to approve appointment of Luke 
Kleinschmit for Council. Vote-Aye Rossman, Wavrunek, Ausdemore. Motion carried.  
Tracy Ogstad, Luke Kleinschmit and Randy Ausdemore took the oath for their offices. And took their 
seats as council and Mayor. With applause from audience.  
Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Rossman to Approve the Claims for February. Both Ogstad and Kleinschmit 
had checked the claims file before the meeting in the Clerk’s office. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried.  
February 2026 Claims Art’s garbage-$5124.50-BH Energy-$1641.53-Blackburn & Stevens-$70.00-Cedar 
Knox Power-$2969.34-Cedar Knox Water-$15,776.86-CMart-$109.66-Crofton High School-$200.00-
Crofton Journal-$485.86-Crofton Lumber-$66.01-EMC Inc.-$5838.44-FNBO (visa maintenance) $416.55-
FNBO (visa Clerk) $80.44-Great Plains-$290.99-Five Rule Rural Planning-$8000.00-Hartington Tree-
$21,000.00-IMT Inc.-$100.00-JEO (water main)-$20,190.00-JEO (Pool)-$9275.00-Knox Co. register of 
deeds-$20.00-Knox Co. Sheriff-$3910.00-Leaf-$171.00-Menards (capital One card)-$659.33-Metlife-
$152.56-Midwest Lab-$206.12-Milbrath & Sayler-$370.00-Municipal Supply-$2131.77-NE Dept of 
Revenue Sales Tax-$1736.60-NE Public Health-$30.00-Next Level Media-$350.00-One Call Concepts-
$30.84-Peoples Grocery-$7.18-Quill (office Supplies)-$242.64-Steffens Station-$194.05-Tim Arens 
Construction-$2720.00-US Cellular-$48.76-Yankton Fire & Safety-$122.50-Colonial Life-$74.78-Modern 
Woodman-$376.36-Fed. Withholding-$2667.70-State Withholding-$331.72- Payroll January-$13,237.43 
Motion by Rossman 2nd by Ogstad to open the Public Hearing for the Economic Development Plan 
LB840. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried Hearing started at 6:35. Bobbi Pettit of Five Rule Rural Planning 
presented the updated Economic Development Plan. Which can be viewed at the City Office. The 
Economic Development Plan has to be approved by the residents of Crofton so she asked for the 
approval of Resolution of 2-12-26-1 to have the question put on the May 2026 Election. She also spoke 
about the 20% of a 1% sales tax that was implemented in 2009 that was 60% for infrastructure, 20% 
Pool and Parks, and 20% for Economic Development. The 20% allocated for Economic Development 
ended in 2025. She asked to put a Question on the ballet on the May 2026 election to ask residents to 
approve the 20% to once again go to the Economic Development fund. This does not increase taxes it is 
a tax the City already collects it just gives 20% of it to Economic Development. The council asked 
questions about the plan and decided the ballet should go on the November election so more time 
could be given to talking with the community about the proposal. Motion by Rossman 2nd by Ogstad to 
close the Public Hearing for Economic Development Plan. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried. Hearing ended 
at 6:50. Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Kleinschmit to approve Resolution 2-12-26-1 to put the Economic 
Development Plan request on the ballet in November 2026. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried. Motion by 
Rossman 2nd by Ogstad to approve Resolution 2-12-26-2 to put the 20% tax allocated for Economic 



Development funding request on the ballet for the November 2026 Election. Vote-Aye-All. Motion 
carried. 
Reed Miller of Miller and Associates presented the bids for the construction of the Lagoon to the 
council. The council asked some questions. Nine bids had been received. The low bidder was checked 
out through the references given. Reed recommended 605 Companies Inc. out of Sioux Falls SD with a 
bid of $3,779,932.75. Motion by Rossman 2nd by Wavrunek to accept the bid from 605 Companies Inc. at 
$3,779,932.75 to construct the Lagoon. Vote-Aye-Kleinschmit, Ogstad, Rossman, Wavrunek. Motion 
carried. 
Roger Protzman of JEO was not here. 
Five Rule Rural Planning Bobbi Pettit brought the Council up to date on the Comprehensive Plan, and the 
Economic Development updated plan. Five Rule has applied for a CCCFF grant for the pool bathhouse, 
and are conducting a housing study. They have a grant that was awarded for the new water testing sites. 
Because Crofton has so many residents above average on income, we aren’t eligible for many grants. 
She has found a way to help remedy this. She has asked the council to identify one block of housing that 
is older than the rest and because of the age we may be able to use the block for the grants. The council 
will look over the study she presented and decide at next meeting. 
Motion by Ogstad 2nd by Kleinschmit to approve Resolution 2-12-26-3 to remove Bob Evans and Larry 
Peitz and to place Randy Ausdemore on the signature card at the bank. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried 
Garbage Contract Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Ogstad to Approve the Contract with Waste Connections 
of Nebraska (Art’s Garbage) as Presented. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried. 
Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Rossman to give the annual $2000.00 to both the Baseball and Softball 
programs. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried. 
Bryce Rossman brought the council up to date on the townhall meeting that took place on January 28th 
for feedback on the pool project. He had pictures of splash pads that could be added. And ideas on 
where they could be placed. The splash pad would go where the kiddy pool is now. They need to contact 
a state certified engineer and or Architect for the design of the bathhouse. Bryce will do that and 
hopefully a special meeting can be held to get the project underway. Courtney Baker said she has been 
talking with lifeguards and if the pool is going to be open for a time this summer she needs to know 
quickly as the lifeguards need to get certified and the classes take place in March and April. The council 
hopes to know soon. Engineer and designer was tabled but a selection of the splash pad was chosen.  
Motion by Wavrunek to select option K splash pad design at $135,816.38 2nd by Ogstad. Vote-Aye-All. 
Motion carried. 
The city has been storing the Police guns and ammunitions at the County Sheriffs office and need to 
bring them back to the City. A gun safe would be beneficial in keeping the items safe. And would be 
needed if the City gets a police chief of our own. Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Rossman to purchase a gun 
safe from Sheels for $1299.00 for the city. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried.  
Jon Zavadill presented the Council with three building permits. Two are for new houses to be 
constructed on Sharon Street, and one was for a storage shed for a back yard. All utilities have checked 
the areas and signed off. Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Ogstad to approve building permits 2514, 2601, 
and 2602. Vote-Aye-All. Moton carried. 
The Mayor has looked into appointing a new City attorney.  Motion by Wavrunek 2nd by Rossman to 
approve appointment of Carter Scott of Curtiss and Scott Law in Plainview Nebraska as the City Attorney 
at $235.00 an hour. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried. 
Nominations for City Council Chairperson.  Ogstad made the motion to Nominate Jason Wavrunek for 
Council chairperson 2nd by Kleinschmit. The Mayor asked for any other nominations. Nominations 
closed. Motion to elect for City Council Chairperson Jason Wavrunek. Vote-Aye-All. Wavrunek abstains.  
Motion carried. 
Old Business: 



Betty Hamilton’s property. The survey is done.  
Walter house on Main Street has been condemned and two bids have been received to demolish it. A 
bid by T B & K for $5200.00 with tear down haul away and back fill. Bid by Brett Arens for $4750.00 for 
tear down haul away and back fill. Motion by Ogstad 2nd by Kleinschmit to accept bid from Brett Arens 
to demolish Walter house at 407 W Main Street. Vote-Aye-All. Wavrunek abstains.  Motion carried. 
Public Comment: Mike Chase said he liked the council changes.  
Planning and Zoning Jon Zavadill said the committee is still working on the commercial zoning map. They 
will be having a public hearing on it soon. The committee will help Five Rule Rural Planning with the 
survey and grant information. 
Pool Committee 
Tree Committee 
Administrative Reports: 
City Clerk: Jason Wavrunek and Luke Kleinschmit have applied to run for city council. Randy Ausdemore 
has applied to run for City Mayor. That’s all so far. Non incumbents can apply till 5 PM March 2nd at Knox 
County Clerk’s Office in Center. They will need to pay $6.00 to the Crofton City Clerk and get a receipt 
from me to take to Center to run for office. The City Treasurer wants the Council to know the City 
Earned $46,173.60 in interest from Farmers and Merchants Bank this year, from our CD’s. The clerk has 
applied for a grant to build a pickle ball court in North Park near the pool. If enough money comes the 
concrete pads for the disc golf could also be installed.  
Head Maintenance: Been working on water breaks, ordered the testing supplies for the new testing sites 
provided by the grant. Getting winter maintenance done on shop and equipment. 
Mayor: Mayor Ausdemore thanked Bryce Rossman and all who are working on the pool and bathhouse. 
He also thanked Main Street Treasures for the generous pledge for the bathhouse. And to everyone who 
is helping in one way or the other to make this project a reality.  
 
Motion by Rossman 2nd by Ogstad to adjourn meeting. Vote-Aye-All. Motion carried.   Meeting 
adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
Minutes submitted by City Clerk Donna Benac 


